
CPPS Curriculum Map: ELA First Grade at a Glance 

Title Time Performance Task Big Idea Essential Questions Resources/Materials 

Theme: 
Guess 
Who? 

 
 
 
 

6 Weeks Reading/ Writing/ 
Speaking and Listening 
 
Formative:  
Teacher observation, 

open discussion, 
response to literature, 
read passages and 
answer questions. 

 
Summative:  

Reading: STAR Early 
Literacy-District 
Benchmark 
-Weekly Vocabulary 
-Weekly Spelling and 

phonics 

Launching Reading and 
Writing procedures, 
Establishing Routines 
and Rituals 

 
Reading Literature  
 
Elements- plot, characters, 

setting, conflict, theme, 
sequence, Parts of the 

book & Function: Author, 
Illustrator, Title, Page 
Number, Illustrations 
Strategies -Predictions, 
Questioning, Build Upon 
Background knowledge, 
make connections, 
retelling, drawing 
conclusions, 
asking/answering 
questions, real -life 
connections, text -to -
self connections, 
Discuss prior 
knowledge, structure ( 
time order, order of 
importance, etc) Habits 
of a Good Reade r 
(Making inferences, 
making connections , 
asking questions, 
visualizing) Literary 
Devices (imagery ) 
Reading Informational 
Text: Ask and response 
to a variety of questions, 
use picture details to 
confirm meaning from 
the story, identify, 

1. How do my 
predictions 
compare to the 
story’s 
sequence of 
events? 

2. Why do readers 
ask questions 
about the text 
while reading? 

3. What does a 
good writer do 
to express 
ideas and 
opinions? 

4. How can usage 
of spelling rules 
and patterns 
improve written 
communication
? 

Harcourt 
The Hat 
Sam and the Bag 
Ants 
Jack and Rick 
Todd’s Box 
All That Corn 
 
Read aloud books, 

Classroom library 
books, Picture book 
models, Word walls, 
literacy centers. 



define, and describe key 
vocabulary prior to the 
lesson. 

Theme 2: 
Catch a 
Dream 

 
 

6 Weeks 
 

Reading/ Writing/ 
Speaking and Listening 
 
Formative:  
Teacher observation, 

open discussion, 
response to literature, 
read passages and 
answer questions. 

 
Summative: 
Reading: STAR Early 

Literacy-District 
Benchmark 
-Weekly Vocabulary 
-Weekly Spelling and 

phonics 

Continue to establish 
routines and rituals for 
Reading and Writing 
Workshop Establish 
expectations for each 
Learning Center 
Reading Literature:  

Elements- review plot, 
characters, setting, 
conflict, theme, 
sequence, Parts of the 
book & Function: 
Author, Illustrator, Title, 
Page Number, 
Illustrations. 

Reading 
Informational/Nonfiction 
text: Elements-text 
features (illustrations, 
table of contents, title, 
captions) label 
facts/information, 
photographs, charts, 
labels Narrative Non-
fiction elements: 
illustrations, facts, 
information Strategies-
activate prior 
knowledge/build 
background knowledge, 
picture clues, draw 
inferences, make 
predictions, infer 
meaning of vocabulary 
using pictures and 
context clues. 

Strategies-Predictions, 
Questioning, Build Upon 
Background knowledge, 

1. How do the 
features of 
nonfiction help us 
to find, 
understand, and 
apply important 
information?  

2. Why do readers 
ask questions 
about the text 
while reading?  

3. What does a good 
writer do to 
express ideas and 
opinions?  

4. • How can usage 
of spelling rules 
and patterns 
improve written 
communication? 

Harcourt 
Dan’s Pet 
Boots for Beth 
Space Pup 
Where do Frogs Come 

From? 
Try Your Best 
Fun With Fish 
 
Read aloud books, 

Classroom library 
books, Picture book 
models, Word walls, 
literacy centers. 



make connections, ask 
questions to clarify 
understanding, 
recognize important 
information in text, 
identify main ideas & 
supporting details 
structure ( time order, 
order of importance, etc)  

Habits of a Good Reader: 
(build background 
knowledge, making 
connections, 
compare/contrast, 
making inferences, 
making connections, 
asking questions, 
visualizing) 

Theme 3: 
Here and 
There 

 
 
 

6 Weeks 
 
 

Formative:  
Teacher observation, 

open discussion, 
response to literature, 
read passages and 
answer questions 

 
Summative:  
Reading: STAR Early 

Literacy-District 
Benchmark 
-Weekly Vocabulary 
-Weekly Spelling and 

phonics 

Review story elements. 
Reteach skills when 
necessary Continue to 
teach and reinforce 
skills taught  

Reading Literature: 
Elements- review plot, 
characters, setting, 
conflict, theme, 
sequence 

 Reading Informational 
/NonRead Aloud /Think 
Aloud 

 Monitor Choral Reading 
Repeated Reading 
Paired Reading Shared 
Reading Guided 
Reading Graphic 
Organizers, fact 
/response T chart, 
Reading: (Attached)  

Core Novel: Short stories: 
Busy Buzzy Bee (Book 
4) My Robot (Book 4) 

1. What do good 
readers use to 
make sense of what 
they are reading?  

2. What does a good 
writer do to express 
ideas and opinions?  

 

Harcourt 
I am a Butterfly 
Did You See Chip? 
Tomas Rivera 
On the Way to the Pond 
Friends Forever 
The Fox and the Stork 
 
Read aloud books, 

Classroom library 
books, Picture book 
models, Word walls, 
literacy centers. 



The Fox and the Stork 
(Book 3)  

Formative: Teacher 
observation, open 
discussion, response to 
literature, read 
passages and answer 
questions  

Reading: Harcourt 
Trophies, Required Core 
novels, Read aloud 
books, Classroom 
library books, Picture 
book models, Word 
walls, literacy centers, 
Open ended rubrics, 
Other teacher made 
rubrics, Guided Reading 
/ Literature Circles 
books/ rubrics, Reading 
logs,Trophies by 
Harcourt Books  

Elements -visual & text 
features: (illustrations, 
table of contents, title, 
labels, captions, bold 
print, italics, headings, 
subheads) use 
magazines, 
newspapers, posters, 
trade books for 
examples of 
photographs, captions, 
maps, graphs, charts, 
diagrams, headings 
facts/information, 
photographs, charts, 
labels, supporting 
details, distinguish 
between fiction & non - 
Fiction text  

Strategies -Predictions - 



what will be learned 
(KWL) Questioning, 
Build Upon Background 
knowledge, activate 
schema, make 
connections, ask 
questions to clarify 
understanding, 
recognize important 
information in text, 
identify main ideas & 
supporting details (KWL 
Chart, Concept Map, 
Sequencing of events, 
etc.) 

 Modeling Monitor 
Comprehension Writing 
Mini - Lessons, Peer 
Response Group, 
Guided Writing 

Play: Did You See Chip?  
Habits of a Good Reader: 

(build background 
knowledge, making 
connections, 
compare/contrast, 
making inferences, 
making connections, 
asking questions, 
visualizing) Literary 
Devices rhythm, rhyme 
and alliteration in 
nonfiction text, picture 
books to provide 
examples of imagery, 
figurative language, 
character development. 

Theme 4: 
Time 
Together 

 
 

8 Weeks 
 
 

Formative:  
Teacher observation, 

open discussion, 
response to literature, 
read passages and 

Reading Literature: 
Continue to review and 
reinforce skills 
characterization/ 
character development, 

1. How can I use 
context clues to 
understand new 
words and 
determine the 

Harcourt 
A Bed Full of Cats 
Me on the Map 
At Home Around the 

World 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

answer questions 
 
Summative:  
Reading: STAR Early 

Literacy-District 
Benchmark 
-Weekly Vocabulary 
-Weekly Spelling and 

phonics 

conflict, setting, conflict, 
theme, point of view, 
symbolization, 
sequence, Read grade-
level books/vocabulary, 
read fluently with 
expression & accuracy, 
identify main ideas and 
supporting detail, ask 
and response to a 
variety of questions, use 
picture details to confirm 
meaning from the story, 
identify, define, and 
describe key vocabulary 
prior to the lesson, self-
select fiction and 
nonfiction text. 

meaning of 
unknown words?  

2. How can usage of 
spelling rules and 
patterns improve 
written 
communication? 

 
 
 
 
 

Tell Me a Story 
My Robot 
On the Job with Dr. 

Martha Smith 
Little Bear’s Friend 
Busy Buzzy Bee 
 
Read aloud books, 

Classroom library 
books, Picture book 
models, Word walls, 
literacy centers. 

 
Theme 5: 

Gather 
Around 

 
 

8 Weeks 
 
 

Formative: 
Teacher observation, 

open discussion, 
response to literature, 
read passages and 
answer questions. 
-Weekly Vocabulary 
-Weekly Spelling and 

phonics 

Reading Literature: 
Continue to review and 
reinforce skills 
characterization/ 
character development, 
conflict, setting, conflict, 
theme, point of view, 
symbolization, 
sequence, Read grade-
level books/vocabulary, 
read fluently with 
expression & accuracy, 
identify main ideas and 
supporting detail, ask 
and response to a 
variety of questions, use 
picture details to confirm 
meaning from the story, 
identify, define, and 
describe key vocabulary 
prior to the lesson, self-
select fiction and 
nonfiction text. 

1. How do the 
features of 
nonfiction help us 
to find, 
understand, and 
apply important 
information? 

2. What does a good 
writer do to 
express ideas and 
opinions? 

3. How can usage of 
spelling rules and 
patterns improve 
written 
communication? 

Harcourt 
The Story of a Bluebird 
Frog and Toad All Year 
Fishing Bears 
How to be a Nature 

Detective 
The Puddle 
Poppleton Everyday 
Sleep is for Everyone 
Baboon 
 
Read aloud books, 

Classroom library 
books, Picture book 
models, Word walls, 
literacy centers. 

 


